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this kind of writing are many, and Pater's imitators have
made them fairly obvious. If his own ' fine writing' has
almost entirely escaped these dangers, if indeed it has
seemed to become finer with the years, this is because his
style was created and adapted to express, with the most
scholarly exactness, thought of the rarest quality, and to
render with punctilious sincerity a beautiful and intense
vision which was very personal to himself. It was the
value of this thought and the beauty of this vision which
rendered legitimate the elaborate style in which alone
they could find expression ; while the style itself, with its
enduring qualities, has preserved, as only style can
preserve, that meaning and beauty fresh and untouched by
time.

If it was, for certain readers, an ecstasy to read the
Renaissance for the first time, and Marius the Epicurean
and the Imaginary Portraits, their reperusal in maturer
years will provide a more assured and enduring pleasure.
And if, with the discrimination of maturer years, we ask
ourselves what is the precise quality of that pleasure,
what it is that Pater gives us and that we cannot find
elsewhere ; if we seek for a definition of his essence, for
the ' formula/ to use his own expression, which will help
us to understand the dominating character of his work, we
may do well to borrow a phrase which he himself used of
Plato, when he said that Plato had ' a sort of sensuous
love of the unseen/ For Pater, too, was a lover of the
unseen; the high abstractions of philosophy, the ideals
of ethics and religion were his constant study ; but being
by nature an artist, and richly endowed with that
impressibility to objects of sense which distinguishes the
artist from the thinker, his love for ideas was a sensuous
love; it was in their plastic and visible embodiments
that they revealed what seemed to him their true signif-
icance. Those portions of his work which most perfectly
render his vision consist therefore in the presentation of
ideas, of certain phases of thought, perceived not in the